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$3 million Grant to Launch Connected Vehicle Proving Center

 

Detroit, MI – October 11, 2006 –  The Connected Vehicle Trade Association (CVTA), based in Plymouth, MI will jointly develop and operate a new, one-of-a-kind laboratory to support global development efforts in intelligent transportation and vehicle communications with the Center for Automotive Research (CAR).  The “Connected Vehicle Proving Center” (CVPC) is expected to play a pivotal role in substantiating future trends for vehicle wireless connectivity throughout the global automotive community.  

The CVPC will be launched with a $3 million grant from Michigan’s 21st Century Jobs Fund.  The 21st Century Jobs Fund is a $2 billion, ten-year initiative proposed by Governor Granholm, approved by the Michigan Legislature, and administered by the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) to accelerate the diversification of Michigan's economy.  The grant is a part of a $6.9 million effort to develop the Center and includes the CVTA, CAR, universities, government agencies, automotive companies, and automotive suppliers.  
“Our long-term goal is to virtually link wireless enabled roads, proving grounds and test tracks, independent bench test laboratories and traffic management centers with a centralized data processing, evaluation, and training center through the CVPC,” said CVTA President Scott McCormick.  “The CVPC will also provide support services, including engineering expertise, evaluation research, prototype testing, training, and an intellectual property holding tank.”

Initially, the CVPC will be made available to public and private entities as a reference environment for product evaluation and qualification within this realm.  Over time, the center will evolve into a certification / validation laboratory.  The CVPC is expected to evolve into a valuable resource for a wide-range of organizations with interests in vehicle communications, vehicle telematics and intelligent transportation systems.
“There is a tremendous array of capabilities that exists and that can now be brought together in an efficient manner, through the CVPC, to help advance new solutions for intelligent transportation systems and vehicle communications,” said Harry Voccola, NAVTEQ Senior Vice President and CVPC Joint Governance Committee.

 

About the CVTA 

The Connected Vehicle Trade Association™ (www.connectedvehicle.org) is a non-profit business league established to facilitate the interaction, and advance the interests, of the entities involved in the vehicle communication environment. The association enables the collaboration of companies, organizations, and governmental bodies engaged in developing vehicle communications. Membership is open to any corporation (except automakers), public entities, standards and specification organizations, educational institutions and qualified organizations. 
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